mat 

Maurice, n.f. [ ma tri x , Latin.] 

Tf\rT b 5 the Cav i ty where the fetus » formed. 

it the time; required in vivification be of any length the 

eSfed : X a haI r bef ° r h C the Cre3tUre be matur e^ except it be 
hi and^r. P rT ' t , may have continuance of the 
b f a ’ and cl ° fenefs ‘ hat m /y keep it from exhaling ; and fuch 

2 A mould th 7 “vT ma i r ‘ m ° f the females - Bacm - 

2. A mould, that which gives form to fomething inclofed. 

. Stones that carry a refemblance of cockles, were formed 
rr,V« e o C r aV,t ‘ e u 0flhe lS; and thefe flieJIs have ferved as ma- 

Ma'tIuc,™' 1 lds , t0 r them - • • Woodward. 

MATmcmE. n.f [matricidium, Latin.] 

1. Slaughter of a mother. 

Nature compenfates the death of the father by the matri- 
ctdet ind murther of the mother. Brown’s Vulg. Errours. 

2. [Matncida, Latin matricide, Fr.] A mother killer. Ainf. 

To Matriculate, *. a. [from matricula: a matrix, quod ea 

veJut matrice contineantur mihtum nomina. Ainf] To #nter 
or admit to a mpmberfhip of the univerfities of England • to 
en J? 5 to r ent r er lnto an y fociety by fetting down the name. 

He, after fome trial of his manners and learning, thought 
fit to enter himfelf of that college, and after to matriculate 
him in the umverfity Walton’s Life of Sanderfon. 

Matri'culate. n. f. [from the verb.] A man matriculated, 
butter me, in the name of the matriculates of that famous 
umverfity, to afk them fome plain queftions. Arbuthnot 
Matriculation, n.f. [from matriculate.] The aft of ma¬ 
triculating. 

A fcholar abfent from the univerfity for five years, is ftruck 
out of the matriculation book ; and, upon his coming de novo 
to the umverfity, ought to be again matriculated. Ayliffe. 

Matrimonial, ad], [matrimonial, Fr. from matrhnonium , 
Latin.] Suitable to marriage ; pertaining, to marriage; con¬ 
nubial ; nuptial; hymeneal. 

If he relied upon that title, he could be but a king at cur- 
tefy, and have rather a tnatnmonial than a regal power, the 
right remaining in his queen. Bacons Henry VII. 

So fpake domeftick Adam in his care. 

And matrimonial love. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. ix. 

Since I am turn’d the hufband, you the wife; 

The matrimonial victory is mine. 

Which, having fairly gain’d, I will refign. Dryden. 

Matrimonially, adv. [from matrimonial, j According to the 
manner or laws of marriage. 

He is fo matrimonially wedded unto his church, that he 
cannot quit the fame, even on the fccre of going unto a re¬ 
ligious houfe. Ayliffe s Par ergon. 

MA'TRIMONY. n. f [matrimonium, Lat.] Marriage; the 
nuptial Hate ; the contract of man and wife ; nuptials. 

If any know caufe why this couple fhould not be joined in 
holy matrimony , they are to declare it. Common Prayer. 

MA'TRIX. n.f [Lat. matrice , Fr.] Womb; a place where 
.any thing is generated or formed. 

If they be not lodged in a convenient matrix , they are 
not excited by the efficacy of the fun. Brown's Vulgar Err . 

Ma'tron. n.f [matrone, French; matrona, Latin.] 

1. An elderly lady. 

Come, civil night. 

Thou fober-fuited matron, all in black. Sbakefpeare, 

Your wives, your daughters, 

Your matrons and your maids, could not fill up 
The cittern of my luft. Sbakefpeare's Macbeth. 

She was in her early bloom, with a diferetion very little 
inferior to the molt experienced jnatrons. Tatler, N°. 53. 

2. An old woman. 

A matron fage 

Supports with homely food his drooping age. Pope's Odyf. 

Ma'tronal. adj. [; matronalis , Latin.] Suitable to a matron ; 
conftituting a matron. 

He had heard of the beauty and virtuous behaviour of the 
queen of Naples, the widow of Ferdinando the younger, be¬ 
ing then of matronal years of feven and twenty. Bacon. 

Ma'tronly. adj. matron and like.] Elderly; ancient. 

The matronly wife plucked out all the brown hairs, and 
the younger the white. LEJlranges Fables. 

Matrons, n.f 

Matroffes , in the train of artillery, are a fort of foldiers 
next in degree under the gunners, who affift about the guns 
in traverfing, fpunging, firing, and loading them : they cafry 
firelocks, and inarch along with the ftore-waggons as a guard, 
and as affiftants, in cafe a waggon fhould break. Bailey. 

Ma'tter. n.f [maturei French; materia , Latin.] 

I. Body; fubfiance extended. 

If then the foul another foul do make, 

Becaufe her pow’r is kept within a bound, 

• She mull fome former fluff or matter take. 

But in the.foul there is no matter found. Dames. 

It feems probable to me, that God in the beginning form¬ 
ed matter in folid, mafty, hard, impenetrable, moveable par¬ 
ticles, of fuch fizes and fighres, and with fuch other proper- 


MAT 


ties, and 


•* -- isrsjcir-*» 

particles bemg folids are incomparably harder thlJt f® 1itive 
bod.es compounded of them, even fo 7 very hard P ° r ° US 
wear or break in pieces, no ordinarv nmZr 1 • , never t0 
vide what God himfelf made one i/the firftrr 1 ^^ t0 di ~ 
Some have dimenfions of length breadth € ?!? n ‘ 
have alfo a power of rbfiftance, or exclude pw” ? eptb> - a nd 
fame kind from being in the fame place : this 7 s ffi? ° f the 
ehara&er of matter or body. jlr * , P ro P er 

2. Materials ; that of which any thing is competed** ' **** 

1 he upper regions of the air perceive the cohesion 
matter of tempefts before the air here below. p 

3. Subje£l; thing treated. * tsacon. 

The fubjeft or matter of laws in general is thus ft. r a. 
conftant, which matter is that for the ordering whereof 1 * 
were inftituted. > © Uh aw . s 

I have words to fpeak in thy ear will m. ke thee dumh'l 
yet are they much too light for the matter. Shakefp. Hamlet’ 
c , S ,™ of p° d ’ Savlourof men! Thy name J? 
hhall be the copious matter of my fong. Milt Par T.H 

It is matter ot the greateft aftonifliment to obferveihe 
common boldnefs of men D 

I fhall turn 

Full fraught with joyful tiding of thefe works, 

New matter of his praife, and of our fongs. Dryden 
e grants the deluge to have come fo very near the mat 

te) y K hat . b !* ver y few efca P^. Tillotfon 

I his is lo certain in true plulofophy, that it is matter of 


Cbeyne. 
Phillips . 


aftonifhment to me how it came to be doubted. 

Be thou the copious matter of my foim. 

4. The whole; the very thing fuppofed. 

5. Affair ; bufinefs : in a familiar fenfe. 

To help the matter, the alchemifts call in many vanities 

out aftr ? lo Sy- , Bacon’s Nat. Hi,} 

. Matters Succeeded fo well with him, that every-body was 
in admiration to fee how mighty rich he was grown. L’E/lr 
Never was any thing gotten by feudality and floth in mat¬ 
ter of profit or reputation. L’Ejlrange s Fables 

A fawn was reafoning the matter with a flag, why he 
fhould run away from the dogs. L'Ejlrange's Fables. 

Some young female feems to have carried matters fo far* 
that ffie is ripe for afking advice. Spectator. 

If chance herfelf fhould vary, 

Obferve how matters would mifearry. Prior. 

6. Caufe of difturbance. 

Where art thou ? What’s the matter with thee ? SbaL 

W hat’s the matter , you difientious rogues, 

That rubbing the poor itch of your opinion, 

Make yourfelves fcabs. Shakefp. Coriolanm. 

7. Subject of fait or complaint. 

Slender, I broke your head ; what matter have you againft 
me ? 

—Marry, Sir, I have matter in my head again/! you. SbaL 
If the craftfmen have a matter againft any man, the law is 
open ; let them implead one another. Adis xix.38. 

In armies, if the matter fhould be tried by duel between 
two champions, the victory fhould go on the one fide; and 
yet if tried by the grofs, it would go on the other. Bacon. 

8. Import; confequence ; importance ; moment. 

If I had had time to have made new liveries, I would have 
bellowed the thoufand I borrowed of you : but it is no mat¬ 
ter, this poor fhew doth better. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

And pleafe yourfelves this day; 

No jnatter from what hands you have the play. 

A prophet fome, and fome a poet cry. 

No matter which, fo neither of them lye, 

From fleepy Othrys’ top to Pilus drove 
His herd. 

Pleas’d or difpleas’d, no matter now ’tis pafl ; 

The firfl who dares be angry breaths his lafl. Granville. 

9. Thing; objeH; that which has fome particular relation, or 
is fubjeH to particular conlideration. 

The king of Armenia had in his company three of the 
mofi: famous men for matters of arms. Sidney , b. u. 

Plato reprehended a young man for entering into a diffolute 
houfe; the young man faid. Why for fo fmall a matter? 
Plato replied, But cuftom is no fmall matter. Bacon. 

Many times the things deduced to judgment may be meum 
and tuum, when the reafbn and, confequence thereof may. 
trench to point of eflate. I call inattcr of eflate not only the 
parts of fovereignty, but whatfoever introduceth any great 
alteration, or dangerous precedent. _ Bacon s Ejjays. 

It is a maxim in ftate, that all countries of new acque , 
till they be fettled, are rather matters of burden than ot 
ftrength. Bacon's JVir with Spain. 

TO. Queftion confidered. . . 

the whole matter , it is abfurd ,to think th.at conlqi^n^ 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


"Upon 


can 


be kept in order without frequent examination. 


11. Space 
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11. Space or quantity nearly computed. 

Away he goes to the market-town, a matter of feven miles 
off, to enquire if any had feen his afs. _ L’Ejlrange. 

I have thoughts to tarry a fmall matter in town, to^learn 
fome what of your lingo. Congreves Way of the World. 

)2 . Purulent running; that which is formed by fuppuration. 

In an inflamed tubercle in the great angle of the left eye, 
the matter being fuppurated I opened it. JViJemans Surgery. 

1 2. Upon the Matter. A low phrafe now out of ufe, import¬ 
ing, confidering the whole ; with refpe& to the main ; nearly. 

In their fuperiors it quencheth jealoufy, and layeth their 
competitors afleep ; fo that upon the matter, in a great wit 
deformity is an advantage to riling. Bacon's EJfays. 

Upon the matter, in thefe prayers I do the fame thing I did 
before, fave only that what before I fpake without book I 
now read. ' Bi/hop Sanderfon. 

The elde:/having confumed his whole fortune, when forced 
to leave his title to his younger brother, left upon the matter 
nothing to fupport it. Clarendon. 

Waller, with Sir William Balfour, exceeded in horfe, but 
were, upon the matter, equal in foot. Clarendon, b. viii. 

If on one fide there are fair proofs, and no pretence of 
proof on the other, and that the difficulties are moft preffing 
on that fide which is deftitute of proof, I defire to know, 
whether this be not upon the matter as fatisfa£lory to a wife 
man as a demenflration. Tillotfon’s Sermons. 

To Ma'tter. Fin. [from the noun.] 

1. To be of importance; to import. 

It matters not, fo they deny it all; 

And can but carry the lye conflantly. Benj. Johnfon's Catal. 
It matters not how they were called, fo we know who they 

Locke. 


year 
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When once he was mature for man : 

I11 Britain where was lie, 

That could ffand up his parallel. 

Or rival objedl be ? Shake fpeare s Cymlelins, 

Their prince is a man of learning and virtue, ?nature in 
;ars and experience, who has feldom any vanity to gratify. 

Addifon on Italy. 


are. 


If Petrarch’s mufe did Laura’s wit rehearfe; 

And Cowley flatter’d dear Orinda’s verfe; 

She hopes from you—Pox take her hopes and fears, 

I plead her fex’s claim : what matters hers l Prior. 

2. To generate matter by fuppuration. 

Deadly wounds inward bleed, each flight fore mattereth. 

Sidney , b. i. 

The herpes beneath mattered, and were dried up with com¬ 
mon epuloticks. Wifanans Surgery. 

To Ma'tter. v. a. [from the noun.] To regard; not to 
neglect: as, / matter not that calumny. 

Mattery, adj. [from matter.] Purulent; generating matter. 
The putrid vapours colliquate the phlegmatick humours of 
the body, which tranfeending to the lungs, caufes their mat¬ 
tery cough. Harvey on Confumptions. 

Ma'ttock. n.f [mattruc, Saxon.] 

1. A kind of toothed inftrument to pull up wood. 

Give me that mattock, and the wrenching iron. Shakefp. 

2. A pickax. 

You muft dig with mattock and with fpade, 

And pierce the inmoft centre of the earth. Sbakefpeare. 
The Turks laboured with mattocks and pick-axes to dio- up 
the foundation of the wall. Knolless Hijl. of the Turks. 

To deftroy mountains was more to be expected from 
earthquakes than corrofive waters, and condemneth the iudo-- 
mentof Xerxes, that wrought through mount Athos with 
jnytcch. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , i. vii. 

Ma ttress, n.f. [matras, French; ultras, WeHh.l A kind 
of quilt made to lie upon. J 

Their mattrejfes were made of feathers and draw, and 
femetimes of furs from Gaul. n, j , 

Nor will the raging fever’s fire abate, 

W itb golden canopies and beds of ftate • 

But the poor patient will as foon be fouiid 

Matura TION^ Trk ° r the m0t T er gr0Und - Orydm. 
iViATURA-noN. n .f [from maturo, Latin.] 

J. I he aa of ripening ; the ftate of growing ripe. 

One of the caufes why grains and fruits are more nourifh- 

mg than leaves is, the length of time in which they grow to 

rtwturaHon. Bacon’s Nat. HijlN* .(lb 

?V re 1S the mat «rjtum of fruits, the maturation of dritks’ 
of metair POftUme R ; aS , al i° °'her maturation’s 

tvl v, u , Bacon’s Nat. H,ft. N» 

fe ■ . t° , eat f ° fpare in Sumnw ; « i« very well if h 

be^ fufficient for the maturation of fruit- R.J/ , ' 1C 

2. In phyfick.] Maturation, by fome phyfical wri£? ' 
pued to the fuppuration of Lrementidous or exlravaV/d 
juces into matter, and differs from concoaion ' ] I d 

vvhich is the railing to a greater perfea : nn r 

natural juices in thdr proper 2 °" thC ahmem ^ 

Ia iurative. adj. [from maturo, Latin] Qpmcy. 

J. -Kipemng ; conducive to ripenefs. J 

is £££ 

2. Conducive to the fuppuration b ’ iv - 

, and 15 mixed with anodynes 

Matu're. adj. [maturus, Latin 1 Surge,y. 

1. Ripe; perfedted by time. " J 


Addifon on Italy. 

Mature the virgin was of Egypt’s race, 

Grace fhap’d her limbs, and beauty deck’d her face. Prior. 

How (hall I meet, or how accoft the fage, 

Unftdll’d in fpeech, nor yet mature of age. Pope's Odyf 
2. Brought near to completion. 

This lies glowing, and is mature for the violent breaking 
out. r Sbakefpeare's Goriolanus. 

Here i’ th’ fands 

Thee I’ll rake up ; and in the tnature time. 

With this ungracious paper ftrike the fight 
Of the death-pradlis’d duke. Shakefp. King Lear. 

3- Well-difpoled ; fit for execution ; well-digefted. 

To Matu're. v. a. [maturo, Latin.] To ripen; to advance 
to ri penefs. 

Pick an apple with a pin full of holes, not deep, and 
fmear it a little with fack, to fee if the virtual heat of the 
wine will not mature it. Bacon's Nat. Hijl . 

Love indulg’d my labours paft. 

Matures my prefent, and fhall bound my laft. Pope. 

Maturely, adv. [from mature.] 

1. Ripely; completely. 

2 . With counfel well-digefted. 

A prince ought maturely to confider, when he enters on a 
war, whether his coffers be full, and his revenues clear of 

d i bt 5‘ , Swift. 

3. Early; foon. 

We are fo far from repining at God, that he hath not ex¬ 
tended the period of our lives to the longevity of the ante¬ 
diluvians; that we give him thanks for contracting the days 
of our trial, and receiving us more maturely into thofe ever- 
Hiring habitations above. Bentley's Sermons. 

Maturity, n.f [maturite, French; maturitas, Lat.] Ri pe - 
nefs; completion. 1 

It may not be unfit to call fome of young years to train up 
for thofe weighty affairs, againft the time of greater matu- 

_ Bacon s Advice to Vilhers. 

Impatient nature had taught motion 
To ftart from time, and cheerfully to fly 
Before, and feize upon maturity. Crajhaw 

Various mortifications muft be undergone, many difficul¬ 
ties and obftrudions conquered, before we can arrive at a 
juit maturity in relip-ion. > n 

Ma'udlin-. adj. [Maudlin is the corrupt appellation of Mag- 
i wh° bemg drawn by painters with Twoln eyes, and dff- 
oreeied look, a drunken countenance, feems to have been fo 

szlizil “ *•*»- 

And the kind maudling crowd melts in her praife. 

A j i . Southern's Spartan Da?ne 

And largely, what ffie wants in words, fupplies 
W ith maudlin eloquence of tricklinp eves P.r 
Ma'uulik. n.f [ageratum, Latin.] 

1 he flowers of the maudlin are dipefted into loofp nmLl 

Sit* 1 “ “ -r >». & 

Maugre all the world, will I keep f a f e . 

Or fome of you fhall fmoke for it in Rome ShnlppH 
Maugre thy ftrength nlace vnnflr a F bake JP eare . 

Thy valour, ^nd % . 

Shah r° U | S L I!’ 0 "“P 10 2ir in trium P h high fP - 

Sliall lead hell captive; maugre hell 1 and ihow 

The pow rs of darknefs bound. Milton’s Par loft I 
Maugre all which, ’twas to fta„d faft 
AS long as monarchy fhould laft U„a:i 

So doth the cuckow, when the mavis Ws 

T hlS t Witlefs note a pace to clear R, 5 r , 

In birds, kites have a refemblanc" with k ^f n f er 5 Sonnet. 
birds with thrufhes and mavifes * hawks > a nd black- 

ToMaul. v.a. [from malleus Latin T „ £ acon s Nat. Hijl. 

t0 w-n C k 0arf t 0r butcher) y manner] £; t0 bruilc * 

And faw thee Ltr/'an 70 ' 11 '".’? mutton 
To witnefs truth ? * ’ PP6ar Wltbin Ae lift, 

‘-2r ,5W 
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